Camp Raymond Environs
I use Camp Raymond as a base for a lot of activities.  Most of the things listed below can be enjoyed in a half day activity or as part of a back pack through a wonderfully forested and basically flat landscape.  Lots of opportunities for exploring and advanced skills and challenges can be safely done in this area.  I was first introduced to this area by the Sycamore High Adventure program that is sadly no longer run by Council.
Directions to Camp Raymond

Take I40 west from Flagstaff to the Parks exit (Exit 178).   Turn left and go south over the freeway.  The road eventually turns to dirt becoming FR141, but is pretty well groomed and wide for two lanes.  Watch for some sharp turns.  The Camp is about 11 miles south of the Freeway.  The road eventually comes to a sharp right angled turn (there is an earlier sweeping turn, this one is like a dead end) to the west.  About I mile west watch for a road leading south (there is a sign on the right side indicating the turn) and turn left onto the road.  Keep on this road for about 2 miles and it essentially dead ends into the camp.
Allow about 3 hours of driving time from Phoenix.
Sycamore Canyon

Camp Raymond borders right on the upper end of the Canyon with some spectacular views.  On the other side of the canyon is a trail along the rim that can be accessed from several points and also can be reached from the camp on a trail that leaves from the north east corner of the camp. It traverses the east side of the canyon until the canyon floor comes up to meet the trail.  There is a crossing (with some neat pools) that meets the loop trail on the north side of the Canyon.  Turn left on the trail to walk along the Canyon edge.  There are several breathtaking views along the trail.  This trail is part of an 11 mile loop that follows the Canyon edge to the falls then, turns north up to the road that back to the east to essentially complete the loop.  This east west trail follows along the old Overland Road wagon trail that ran from Flagstaff to Prescott during the gold rush in the 1800’s.
The hike from Raymond to the falls is about 5 miles one way, but there is a Sycamore falls trail head about ¼ miles from the Sycamore falls and you can set up a car shuttle or simply drive to this trailhead.  Going a mile further north from the falls takes you to the Pomeroy Tanks and there is another parking lot there.
Double Tanks Trail Head
A shorter hike can be had by driving to the Double Tanks trail head and it’s about 3 miles to the falls from there.  To get to the Double Tanks is a bit tricky but no too hard.  There is a formal trail head there.  The trail takes off from the end of a turn around at the end of the road.  Several campsites are in this area.  The trail goes south, passing by the tanks, until it meets the Sycamore Rim Trail.  Go right (west) on this Rim trail.  A scenic view point comes up quickly about ¼ mile down that trail.  The falls will be fairly obvious, but the Rim trail actually has a small trail sign showing the formal trail (about 100 feet) to the falls.  This trail continues on the other side of the streambed up to the Sycamore Falls trail head and parking lot.  After playing at the falls return to the Double Tanks train head for a round trip 6 mile hike.  Or arrange a shuttle of cars between the Sycamore Falls parking lot and the Double Tanks trail head.
To get to this trail head take the road out of camp north until it hits FR141 (it dead ends at FR141) Turn left.  The paved road will end at a junction.  FR 141 goes right (north).  You want to go straight ahead onto FR 31 (not signed at this point).  It’s a bit rougher and have some deep ruts.  This road will come to a junction.  Turn left at this junction.  You may notice that FR 31 takes off again to the right, you want to continue south.  About 3 miles south on this road it should dead end at the Double Tanks trail head.  There is a campground there and it is pretty obvious.  There are several other roads taking off this road so be careful.
Dow Springs

 Just up the road from Raymond is a turn off to the west.  Following this dirt road for a couple of miles will eventually lead up to the main road (FR 141), but just before you get there is a small parking lot on the left.  There is an interpretive sign there and a trail leaving the parking lot.  This short trail, about ½ mile, actually parallels an old railroad bed.  You can still see the ties here and there and the raised bed.  The trail eventually takes a southern turn and connects to the Sycamore Canyon Rim Trail.  Near this juncture is another interpretive sign with the history of Dow Springs.  A little further on is some remains of a cabin and you can also see where Dow Springs has created a pond at the bottom of a ravine.  You can venture easily down to the pond if you want to explore it.  Return along the trail you came in on.
An Alternative drive route is to take the road out of camp north all the way up to its junction with FR 141 (a “T”).  Turn left and FR 141 will come to another junction.  FR 141 goes right.  You will turn left (south)  I think there is a sign showing Dow Springs.  Travel about 1 mile south and you will see the parking lot on the right.

Pomeroy Tanks

You can drive around to these wonderful little ponds.  The trail from the parking lot takes you down to the middle of the ponds.  There is one more to the south and two to the north.  The next pond north is especially beautiful with Lilly pads covering 1/3 of the pond.  I have seen frogs and water snakes amongst the pads.  You could easily spend a couple of hours wandering along these ponds and climbing the rocks.  With Sycamore falls a mere mile to the south, there is a lot of things to see and in this small area.  The trail to the falls takes off to the south from where the trail from the Tanks parking lot descends to the ponds.  Climb back up to the rim and head south.
To get here you have a couple of choices.  To get to this trail head take the road out of camp north until it hits FR141 (it dead ends at FR141) Turn left.  The paved road will end at a junction.  FR 141 goes right (north).  Turn right and continue on FR141.  This goes a bit north and then turns sharply west .  FR 141 meets FR 109.  Turn left (south) onto FR 109.  This same road leads to the Sycamore Falls trailhead and on to White Horse Lake.
Sycamore Falls

This has been one of my favorite destinations for lunch in the many dozens of possible hikes in this area.  Sycamore Falls is about 75 feet high at the back of a small slot that opens into the main portion of the Sycamore Canyon.  The Falls are a popular climbing and rappelling destination.  I have also seen a zip line run across this section of the canyon.  There is a trail head and parking lot off FR 109.  The trail leads about ¼ miles to the top of the Falls and connects to the Sycamore Rim trail across the stream bead at the top of the falls.
To get here you have a couple of choices.  To get to this trail head take the road out of camp north until it hits FR141 (it dead ends at FR141) Turn left.  The paved road will end at a junction.  FR 141 goes right (north).  Turn right and continue on FR141.  This goes a bit north and then turns sharply west.  FR 141 meets FR 109.  Turn left (south) onto FR 109.  This same road leads to the Sycamore Falls trailhead and on to White Horse Lake.

Alternatively, instead of taking FR 141 north at its junction about 1 mile west of the Camp Raymond turn off, go straight across the junction onto the dirt road.  This is FR 31 though it is not signed at this point.  This will reach another junction where you will turn south.  Very shortly you will see a sign and a road going off to the right.  Take this road.  It is the continuance of FR 31.  This road parallels the old wagon road.  It will meet up with FR 109.  Take FR 109 south and look for the parking lot on the left.

Whitehorse Lake

I have used Whitehorse Lake as a midway destination for an easy 15 mile hike (like the ones needed for Backpacking Merit Badge).  The lake is nothing special, but it is a lake with the usual swimming opportunity. This extremely popular fishing lake is stocked with rainbow and brown trout and some channel catfish have been caught here also.  There is a fee if you use one of the designated picnic spots or want to camp over night, but just to come out and enjoy the lake is free.  JD Dam Lake, a small lake, is further south of Whitehorse.  Bass fisherman consider JD to be the best bass lake in Arizona.
To get here you have a couple of choices.  To get to this trail head take the road out of camp north until it hits FR141 (it dead ends at FR141) Turn left.  The paved road will end at a junction.  FR 141 goes right (north).  Turn right and continue on FR141.  This goes a bit north and then turns sharply west .  FR 141 meets FR 109.  Turn left (south) onto FR 109.  This same road leads to the Sycamore Falls trailhead and on to White Horse Lake.

Alternatively, instead of taking FR 141 north at its junction about 1 mile west of the Camp Raymond turn off, go straight across the junction onto the dirt road.  This is FR 31 though it is not signed at this point.  This will reach another junction where you will turn south.  Very shortly you will see a sign and a road going off to the right.  Take this road.  It is the continuance of FR 31.  This road parallels the old wagon road.  It will meet up with FR 109.  Take FR 109 south and look for the parking lot on the left.

Outside the Camp Raymond Area

These two popular destinations are doable in an after noon or as a final stop before heading home on Sunday.

Keyhole Sink

To get to this one you will have to go back out to I40.  It will take you about 30 minutes to get to the trail head.  This is a beautiful little hike ending at a half ring of 50 ft high rock cliffs creating a small pond.  If there is water in the creek there is a small water fall here.  There are some Petroglyphs here and plenty of easy climbing around. This is a popular watering hole and I have seen small wild cat tracks in the mud around the pond.   

Length: 2.0 miles round trip

Hiking Time: 1.5 hours 

Rating: Easy

Trailhead Location: This trail starts on the north side of Historic Route 66, across from the Oak Hill Snow play Area.

Access: Take I-40 west to the Pitman Valley Exit (#171). Turn right. At the T in the road turn right (east) Proceed east on Historic Route 66 for about 2 miles to the Oak Hill Snow play Area. The trail begins on the north side of the road. Please park in the lot provided.  Alternatively, from, From Camp Raymond go up to the I40 continue over the freeway and on north on Parks  then turn left (west) onto Historic Route 66. Drive west for about 4 miles to the trailhead. Across from the Oak Hill Snow play area parking lot.
For some great pictures go to:

http://www.sportsfun.com/azhikinggallery/galleryintro.asp?galleryid=KeyholeSink_081206

Laval Tube Cave
This very unusual hike will take you down a 700,000 year old lava tube discovered by lumbermen around 1915.
The hike is about 2 miles round trip and will likely take 2 hours as it is mostly in utter darkness and over very rough terrain. *Important for your safety* This hike will take you 3/4 (1.5 mi round trip) of a mile underground. Take 2 sources of light per person, one for backup in case the other fails.   Hard hats are also recommended.  The cave floor is very rocky and uneven, sturdy shoes/boots are a good idea and the temperatures of the cave range between 35 and 45 degrees summer and winter so dress appropriately.  Long pants and long shirts are a must.  Expect a bruise or two and some minor cuts.

Trailhead: From Flagstaff, go northwest on US 180 to mile marker 230 (9 miles). Turn left (W) on FR 245 and follow it 3.6 miles to its intersection with FR 171. Turn left (S) on FR 171 and go 1.0 miles to FR 171B. Follow this .25 miles until its end. The cave entrance is 300 yards east of the end of the road. Look for a large circle of rocks that mark the cave entrance.

(Lat:35.34244 Lon:-111.835)
