Geronimo to Hieroglyph Canyon information

The Map at the end of this description starts at Buena Vista point at the bottom and the trail will travel north to the Heard.

The National Trail crosses the Southern end of the parking lot.  The Geronimo Trail  is unmarked.  It leaves through the opening in the wall at the northern end of the parking lot.  Numerous side trails leave this trail so generally stay to the left.  About 200 hundred yards from the parking lot you will reach a major fork.  To the right you will see a brown post with a white square at the top.  This marks the Geronimo Trail.  Take the right fork.  Again several trails leave to the right, but stay to the left.  Proceed on this trail for about a mile to a series of switchbacks.  At the last switchback, a trail forks to the left though the trail is blocked by several large rocks.  Stay on the unblocked trail to the right.  You will see a saddle in the distance.  As the trail crosses the saddle you enter Hieroglyph Canyon.  Shortly beyond the saddle, the old Geronimo Trail breaks to the right down into the canyon.  Stay on the main trail.  About a 1/8 of a mile past the saddle you will meet another trail junction between two large saguarro cactus that are about 25 yards apart.   An apparent trail takes off at ninety degrees heading straight down into the canyon.  As you look from this point down into the canyon you will see the sign post for  Remote Site 1 (Site R1).  This where the Geronimo Trail meets the Mountain Loop Trail.   Take the right fork down into the canyon.

(Should you miss this juncture, the main trail continues along the side of the canyon officially becomes the Mountain Loop trail and will eventually end at Campsite 1 at the Heard Scout Pueblo.)

At just about any point along the trail at this point is reasonably safe to just head down the hill side to the wash.  I have take many groups off at several points and made down without mishap.  The Geronimo Trail cut off itself is not very distinct.  I can usually spot the cut off, then end up meandering down on fairly indistinct pathways and eventually spot a cut that is climbable down into the wash.  The hillside seems to stop at bout 7 or 8 feet above the wash, but there are several palaces to get down into the wash.  If you see a wood post on the East side of the wash with an R and a number, then you got lucky and hit the actual Geronimo trail, but this is really not important.

Once in the wash just head north.  After a hundred yards or so you will come to the intersection with another wash from the east.  Continue north another 50 yards down the wash and you will come to a narrowing mouth to the canyon. You will see a lot of Graffiti on the Canyon wall to the left.  Start into the canyon with some caution.  The rock is slippery from years of floods.  You will quickly see what appear to be Petroglyphs along the walls.  Some of these are real, but most are not.  The Canyon widens a bit here, then appears to narrow again.  Another 50 years trough an overgrown slot and the canyon will widen again with lots of Petroglyphs on either side.  You are now at the Petroglyphs site.  This is the spot to take time and go over the history and myths.  There are really no more Petroglyphs after this.  The Canyon stays fairly narrow and there is a lot of significant drop offs and plant growth.

Your choice is to retrace your steps back to the wash and take the east wash until you come across the Geronimo trail.  The Geronimo trail will cross the wash about 150 yards up the wash with fairly well defined trail taking off both right and left our of the wash.  You would lake the left (northward) trail that leads up the Canyon wall and eventually over a saddle, down a small canyon then out and down into the Heard.

I would recommend taking the Canyon out.  At the north end of the site there is a very narrow outlet.  There is a nice little slide here, just sit down and push off.  It is a challenging route, but you can’t get lost as the canyon walls are on both sides.  Yo9u will need to take a little care in route finding around some drops, but eventually you will end up at the Heard.  The route out this way will take about ½ hour from the Petroglyphs.
