Pine Wood Derby
This month we are talking about things to do to spruce up your event.  Do you have other Pinewood derby questions?  What other information would you like to have?  Email Roy Hollis at rbhollis@qwest.net with your questions, ideas, etc. and we will put them together in next month’s Petroglyphs to share the answers and ideas with everyone.
Pinewood derby is a major event for Cub Scouts.  The boys have fun making their cars (or at least their Dad’s do) and the racing is always a lot of fun.  But if all you are doing is having Den competition to see who will go to District (actually all are invited to District anyway), you are really missing a great opportunity to build strong family ties to scouting and opportunities to expand your leadership.  It also can be an excellent recruiting opportunity.

Adult, Sibling and Guest Races

Your Dad’s are already chomping at the bit to make a car and all to often don’t let the cub get a chance to design one of their own.  So give the Dad’s and Mom’s a challenge of their own.  The same goes for the younger and older siblings.  Maybe the adults can be allowed to break a few rules with their cars or challenge them with some of the available kits like 4 by 4 Trucks, Vans, etc.

Invite your local scout troop to participate.  Have a Boy Scout Race (and cajole the troop to help with set up and take down!).
The more the families can participate, the more buy in you get from those families.  Parents want to come to scouting events because they can be a kid again.  Siblings are in tow anyway, so help them to keep them from being a distraction by getting them involved.

Every one is a winner

Certificates are pretty easy to make with any inkjet printer.  Ribbons are another chap way of awarding scouts.  You can give a ribbon or certificate for just about anything.  Make them generic so you can make up categories on the fly and right the category in as you think of them.  Make up lots of categories so you can really spread the “winning around”.   

Other types of Car events

See which car can go the farthest off a low incline. There are inexpensive practice tracks available that are great for this or you can use a plastic rain gutter.  Change the end of the track to a rubber bumper and see which car bounces back the furthest.  Hot Wheels cars fit between the lanes and can be races.
Community Participation.

Moving your event to a local park or outside at your school or church makes your unit visible to the community.  Putting a notice in the local newspaper inviting the community to come by and participate can really add to your numbers.  Have some extra cars available for “guests” of all ages to race.  You can do some fundraising by asking for a donation from the guests or increase your food sales, etc.  It’s a community service as well.
Pinewood Derby Resources

Your Scout Shop is the Official resource for Pinewood Derby, but there are a number of other  web sites and stores that sell not only “legal” pinewood derby items, including kits, but also sell a number of modifications and other types of  kits and items that aren’t “scout” legal but add lots of fun for Adult and Sibling racing.  Check out some of these resources
Tracks

This is best left to a full article, but there is a special item out there that may be of interest.  Pine Cars has a “Derby In Box” product that has a full size 4 lane cardboard pinewood derby track.  You can purchase the track separately, or get the derby in a box which has ribbons, some decorations and other items to help you set up a complete race.  Now Cardboard is probably not the best option for a track, but it does make for an excellent practice track.  The price is certainly reasonable at $100 for the track and $125 for a complete package which includes the track, ribbons, car weighing device, pennant decorations and program guide.
Internet Resources

Be careful when buying car kits, wheels or axles.  Many are not “Cub Scout Legal”.  Make sure that you are buying official Boy Scout or Cub Scout licensed materials.  Decals, plastic add-ons, etc. are fine as long as the car meets the Scouting Pinewood Racing rules.  

	http://www.pinecar.com/
	Has Licensed kits and parts, though look closely to make sure you see that it says so,  This is a great resource for all kinds of add-ons, and detailing kits.    There other kits may make easier building for younger siblings and give Adult races some interesting fun.  Those races don’t have to be legal if you Unit allows it.  The site has on line how to demos as well.

	http://www.geocities.com/~pack215/pinewood.html
	A how to for setting up your race from planning and committees to Race Day.  A great resource for getting started.

	http://www.pinewoodpro.com/
	A BSA inspired site with specialty items for the racing enthusiast.  Most of the items are BSA legal.

	http://www.maximum-velocity.com/kits.htm
	Looks like these cars would be legal.  They have a lot of kits for the “tool – impaired”

	http://users.aol.com/randywoo/pine/index.htm
	Has a physics lesson to go with his tips.  Its all about Cub Pinewood Derby.

	http://www.pinewoodstore.com/
	Make your Adult race a Tracter race, a Train race, or maybe you would like to race a Mini Cooper.  These kits are a bit pricey, but all the hard work has been done.

	http://www.derbydominator.com/index.html
	BSA legal “premium” wheel sets, axles, and how to build a winning car.  

	http://www.derbychamp.com/
	Pre-Cut designs and BSA legal derby parts and kits.

	http://www.happyhobby.com/hobb_html/pinewood.htm
	Lots of Precut Designs

	http://www.pinewoodderbycars.com/
	Not BSA Legal but this is where I got my 4X4 Truck Kit.


Bulk Packs

http://www.hobbylinc.com/htm/ppr/ppr10051.htm  about $2.69 per car (10 packs)

http://www.five-ounce-cars.com/  about $3.25 per car (12 cars)

Liven up your Race Day.  Make it a Family experience and a day to remember!
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