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Outdoor Leader Training

Wood Tools
Rank Requirements

Second Class

Equipment Required

Hand Ax or Ax head

5 knives

Knife Sharper (Basic Wet or Dry Stone)
File (for Axe sharpening)

Folding Saw (Backpacker Saw)
Optional

Full or ¾ Axe

Hand Ax

Different examples of Knife Sharpeners

Bow Saw

Round and Triangular Files (Saw Sharpeners)
There are many different types of Wood Tools.  The above list will give you a basic kit to have around to do Knife and Axe skill training whenever needed.  The optional items take up a lot more space, are heavier, and are probably less used these days.

Scout Equipment

Knife, Knife Sharpener, Folding Saw (Optional)

Hand Axes are heavy, expensive, and very dangerous, especially if not kept sharp.  Today’s folding saws are much cheaper and generally do a better job of handling the typical jobs an axe would do for a scout.  The folding saws remain sharp for a fairly long time and are cheap enough to simply replace when they get too dull.   They are also very light and safer due to the folding aspect.  The saws are probably not necessary for scouts.  Adults should definitely carry one.  A saw is a patrol or troop need versus an individual need.
Resources

http://www.inquiry.net/outdoor/skills/b-p/wb/campcraft.htm
www.knifethrowing.info/links.html
When it comes to Knife and Ax throwing one should really use only the correct equipment for these and instruct scouts not to use their pocket knives and hand axes for such activity.  A proper throwing knife is not legal for scouts to be carrying on scouting activities as it should have a 6 inch blade.  Also emphasize that this is an activity that must be adult supervised.  It’s a fun activity if done properly with appropriate supervision and equipment.  Never throw anything a living plant or animal unless you intend to eat it and it is legal to do so.
Wood Tool Awards

Totin' Chip
	The Official BSA Totin' Chip is the Wallet Card shown above (No. 34234B)
and/or a Patch  (No. 08597).
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The wording below appears in the 2003 Boy Scout Requirements Book (#33215F).  The introductory text in the book reads as follows:  This certification grants a Scout the right to carry and use woods tools. The Scout must show his Scout leader, or someone designated by his leader, that he understands his responsibility to do the following:
1. Read and understand woods tools use and safety rules from the Boy Scout Handbook. 

2. Demonstrate proper handling, care, and use of the pocket knife, ax, and saw. 

3. Use the knife, ax, and saw as tools, not playthings. 

4. Respect all safety rules to protect others. 

5. Respect property. Cut living and dead trees only with permission and with good reason. 

6. Subscribe to the Outdoor Code. 

The Scout's "Totin' Rights" can be taken from him if he fails in his responsibility.

PAUL BUNYAN WOODSMAN
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Study the Boy Scout Handbook and the Camping merit badge pamphlet, and demonstrate to your Scoutmaster or other qualified person the following: 

1. Show that you have earned the Totin' Chip. 

2. Help a Scout or patrol earn the Totin' Chip, and demonstrate to him (them) the value of proper woods-tools use on a troop camping trip. 

3. With official approval and supervision, do ONE of the following: 

a. Clear trails or fire lanes for two hours. 

b. Trim a downed tree, cut into four-foot lengths, and stack; make a brush with branches. 

c. Build a natural retaining wall or irrigation way to aid in a planned conservation effort. 

Whittling Chip

	The Official BSA Whittling Chip 
for Cub Scouts and Webelos Scouts
is a Wallet Card (No. 34223A) and/or Patch (08598)
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In return for the privilege of carrying a pocketknife to designated Cub Scout functions, I agree to the following:

1. I will treat my pocketknife with the respect due a useful tool. 

2. I will always close my pocketknife and put it away when not in use. 

3. I will not use my pocketknife when it might injure someone near me. 

4. I promise never to throw my pocketknife for any reason. 

5. I will use my pocketknife in a safe manner at all times. 
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