The Petroglyph Canyon Story

How the Story came to be

The Heard Scout Pueblo was built in the late 1920’s.  The Council needed a person to run the camp, to be the Camp Ranger, who lives on the property and maintains it, and prepares the camp for new visitors each week.  The Council knew of a special scouter from Northern Arizona the loved working with scouts from all over the state.  His name was Wipala Wiki.  Though Wipala Wiki loved scouting, this was a very difficult decision for him for he was also the chief of the Hopi Indians.  To leave the reservation and live at the Heard he would have to give up his chiefdom.  Chief Wipala Wiki so loved scouting the he chose to give up being the chief of his tribe to spread the goodness of scouting as Ranger at the Heard Scout Pueblo.

Now being an Indian, Wipala Wiki was familiar with the Indian legends and knew of a special place that was near the Heard Scout Pueblo.  He has passed on this knowledge to his fellow scouters and this is the story of Petroglyph Canyon.

The Legend of the Spiral Map

Legend has it that long ago, the Indians lived in a very special place.  The earth was very desolate, much like the desert today.  It was not a very easy place to live in.  But the gods were kind to the Indian and gave him a place to live that had abundant game and perfect weather.   The Indian lived under ground, in perfect harmony with nature.  Life was good and all shared this world, animal, plant, and Indian.  But some Indians became greedy.  They wanted to have more and did not want to share.  Soon the animals and plants began to disappear and the balance of nature was broken.  Indians began to argue and fight over what little was left.  The Indians, who had lived as one tribe, were now four clans all battling and killing each other for control of the world.  This displeased their gods.  To punish the Indian, the gods banished them to the outer world.  They were forced out to live in the harsh desert world above. The four clans knew that they must again establish the balance of nature and each set out in a different direction for a new place to live.  The spiral maps that are often seen in the petroglyphs are a map of this journey.  The spirals start from the same point and go in four directions.  These four clans established the four main tribes; Hopi, Navajo (the Anazazi), to the north and the Hohokum and Zuni Indians to the south. Later spiral maps tell of other journeys of these clans.

The Legend of the Canyon

After the Indians settled, they sent messengers to search and establish communication with the four tribes.  As the northern messengers traveled through the desert they knew that they could find food and water in the canyons of the small mountain ranges that dotted the desert.  These South Mountains are one of those ranges.  This canyon runs with water after the rains of winter and water can be found well into the spring.  The valley at the end of this canyon is home to havelina, coyote, squirrel, and chipmunk.  It became a natural passageway through the desert to the Hohokum and Zuni tribes to the south.  One day two warriors from different tribes met in the canyon.  Both had sighted a havelina drinking from the stream.  Both took aim with their bows and shot the havelina.  Both arrows flew true and killed the animal.  As the Indians went to claim their prize, they met.  Each claimed the animal as his.  They argued about the shot that killed the animal, who shot first, and who should have the animal.  A fight broke out.  The Indians killed each other in the battle.  The Gods were again displeased.  The Indians should have shared the havelina and enjoyed the fellowship of each others company as they ate their kill and shared information on other hunting grounds.  As punishment, the Gods turned one of the warriors into an owl and the other into a coyote.  They would forever be charged with guarding this place serving as a reminder to those that would pass by this place to share and live in harmony with each other.  To this day, those that have come and camped at this spot still see the owl on the west ridge and the coyote on the east ridge guarding this spot and reminding all of the balance of nature and to live in harmony with each other.  That is why this place had become a meeting place for the clans and that is why they have left so many petroglyphs sharing their stories and good fortunes.

The legend of the Petroglyph Canyon Map

(This map is on the east wall of the canyon with two spirals and what appears to be a parking lot like structure attached)

The map appearing on the east wall is brighter than most others and is believed to be of more recent origin.  It is believed to be a map of this area.  The parking lot like structure is believed to be a map of burial sites in this area.  These sites could lie on or in the vicinity of the Heard Scout Pueblo.

Note to the Legends

The truths of these legends lie in the beholder.  Some parts of the story are true; others are reflective of old Indian legends.  Certainly, the Petroglyphs of this canyon are clearly special.  The abundance in this one spot suggests a holy place.  It is believed that Indians still frequent this spot and spend the night as part of some ritual returning.  It is very important that as we pass along these legends to scouts that we frame them in the perspective of protecting these and all petroglyphs to preserve their legend.  We should remind scouts that, while the Indian left these stories to communicate with others, we have other means of communication, like paper and pen, telephones, computers etc.  We don’t need to leave our marks on walls like graffiti.  The graffiti that they currently see on the walls often cover existing Indian petroglyphs that are now permanently lost.  Also tell the scouts that they should look but not touch.  The oils and acids in and on our skins will speed the weathering process that is already recovering the petroglyphs.

Desert Varnish - How the Indians left their Story

South Mountain Park
Serving as the "exclamation point" of pride, South Mountain is the largest municipal park in the world. The 16,500-acre park is home to more than 300 species of plant life and a variety of fauna, including rabbits, foxes, coyotes, snakes, lizards and birds. The park features picnic areas and ramadas, hiking trails and spectacular lookouts. 

The park is also located near the Mystery Castle. 

Mystery Castle
The Mystery Castle is located next to the South Mountain Park and features 18 rooms, 13 fireplaces and is furnished with Southwestern antiques. 

South Mountain Trails



Hidden Valley Trail
Type: Hiking Trails
Location: Phoenix, South Mountain Park
Information: (602) 495-0222
Length: 25 miles
Difficulty: Moderate
About: This popular trail is 2 miles one way through the desert wilderness park
Directions: From Phoenix, take Central Avenue south to the park entrance.
Tips: Allow 3 and-a-half hours hiking time roundtrip


Alta Trail
Type: Hiking Trails
Location: South Mountain Park, Phoenix
Information: (602) 495-0222
Length: 4.5 miles
Difficulty: Difficult
About: Nice views of the Valley below on your way up these desert peaks.
Directions: Take Central Avenue in Phoenix south to the park entrance.
Tips: Hot, hot, hot in the summer months. Winter, early spring or late fall are the only times to enjoy the desert around Phoenix. 


South Mountain Summit Trail AKA National Trail
Type: Hiking Trails, Mountain bike Trails, Equestrian Trails
Location: Phoenix, South Mountain Park
Information: (602) 495-0222
Length: 15 miles
Difficulty: Moderate
About: Goes from one end of the park to the other, and has many scenic desert landmarks along the way , as well as Indian petroglyphs. Good trail for mountain bikes and horses. 
Directions: From Phoenix, take Central Avenue south to the park entrance, and follow the signs to the end of San Juan Road. 
Tips: This trail is sometimes called the National Trail. Be sure to bring along plenty of water, regardless of the season. 


Telegraph Pass Trail
Type: Hiking Trails, Wheelchair-accessible Trails, Mountain bike T
Location: Phoenix, South Mountain Park,
Information: (520) 495-0222
Length: .5 mile
Difficulty: Easy
About: Wheelchair-accessible path for the first .5 mile. Hikers can continue on as far as they like into the South Mountains via connecting trails.
Directions: From the Ahwatukee area in Phoenix, take Chandler Boulevard west into The Foothills, turn right at Desert Foothills Parkway and follow it to the end.
Tips: One of the lesser-used trails in the South Mountain system.


Holbert Trail
Type: Hiking Trail, Biking Trail, Equestrian Trail
Location: South Mountain Park, Phoenix
Information: City of Phoenix, (602) 495-5811
Length: 2 miles
Difficulty: Difficult
About: As you traverse the north side of the preserve, graffiti and broken glass take away from the natural beauty. But press on: The trail becomes clean and offers striking views. One nice feature is rock art, created centuries ago, with petroglyphs on the boulders. 
Directions: From Phoenix, take Central Avenue south to the park entrance.
Tips: Hot, hot, hot summer hike. 


Mormon Trail
Type: Hiking Trail, Biking Trail, Equestrian Trail
Location: South Mountain Park, Phoenix
Information: City of Phoenix, (602) 495-5811
Length: 1.5 miles
Difficulty: Moderate
About: Although this is a short trail, there is plenty to explore off the many branches of the Mormon Trail, especially in Hidden Valley. A natural tunnel hidden in the rolling hills is filled with petroglyphs. Rock formations here have a far different appearance than the South Mountain face that makes up part of the cityscape. 
Directions: The Mormon trailhead is at 24th Street, south of Baseline Road, but it can also be accessed from other trails in South Mountain Park. 
Tips: Limited parking is available at the 24th Street entrance. 


Ranger Trail
Type: Hiking Trails, Equestrian Trails, Mountain Bike Trails
Location: Phoenix, South Mountain
Information: Phoenix Parks and Recreation, (602) 495-5811
Length: 1.5 miles
Difficulty: Moderate
About: Quick ascent to a high point on South Mountain. Nice city views. 
Directions: From Phoenix, go south on Central Avenue to the park entrance. Pass the kiosk and continue until you see the one-mile marker and a sign pointing to the Ranger Trail. Go left at the signs. The trailhead parking lot is immediately on the right. 
Tips: Extremely hot during the summer months. 

