Arizona Resources
Take Your Program to the Next Level OR
Where would you like to go today?

Adults are Kids Too

The secret to a good program is to make sure that you and your Den parents are having fun.  Fun is contagious and kids like to see their parents smiling. You don’t have to think like a kid, just do what comes naturally.  What would you like to do?  Where would you like to go?  You’d be surprised how often that also works for your kids and it has the added benefit of bringing your values into play.  Scouting doesn’t have to be a separate activity and it doesn’t always have to have an achievement as its goal.  You can combine what you would like to do with your family and scouting.  My attitude was I was going anyway so why not invite my den along too.  Your parents may have some ideas of their own and would be willing to lead for a day.  Bring scouting into your life rather than making room for it.
Thinking in a Bigger Box

Rank requirements are guidelines and there are lots of ways of achieving the spirit of each requirement.  Instead of opening the book and seeing what requirements you would like to do, decide what you would like to do and then see what requirements you might do along with the activity.
Remember that having an interesting and fun program keeps the kids and parents in the program and helps to recruit others.  Not every activity has to complete some requirement.  Don’t be afraid to “take a day off from scouting” and just have fun with your den.

Not everything works . . . or does it?  You might want to go to the Art Museum and sometimes this can work and sometimes not.  Still, even if the kids were not thrilled with the activity, you have still broadened their minds and someday this will pay off for them (and maybe us as well).  In this day and age of immediate gratification, we are up against a host of things the kids can do all the time that they know works for them.  Sometimes we have to get them out of their comfort zone so they can see that there is more to this world and help them to see the world that they will have to deal with some day.
Also, don’t think in terms of your den meeting.  You can move your meeting to the weekend from time to time, or just throw in an extra “meeting”.  Some activities become an all day event.  Where possible make these family events and it will make it a lot easier to get full attendance.

Getting the Most from Your Choices

To get the most from any activity you do need to do some planning.  Getting on peoples calendar is the most important thing to do.  When you decide on something communicate it right away.  Be prepared for some no shows.  The earlier you decide the better.
Always call ahead and always mention that you are a scout group (and always go in uniform).  Many places will only honor group discounts if called ahead.  Mention that you are scouts and you may get a discount as well.  The Pima Air Museum in Tucson will let scouts in uniform in for free, but only if they call a few days ahead.  Some places like to know when they have groups of 10 or more coming and will often provide someone to go with the group that has knowledge of the place and its history.
Think about what areas of your activities you want to spend some time with or take advantage of.  For example, at an Auto Show, maybe one of the Vendors listed looks interesting.  Call the Vendor ahead of time and see if you can schedule a meet up with them at the show and have them give your kids a special talk or presentation.  I once asked the Zoo if it would be possible for us to make track impressions like the ones on the Arizona Walk at the Zoo.  We were able to talk to someone behind the scenes and as long as we brought the plaster they would provide the castings they used.  Maybe you might be able to get a behind the scenes tour of part of the Zoo.  Ask if they can schedule a Docent (someone with knowledge of the area) for your group.
If there is a possibility of doing a service project for a group then offer to do so.  Many places need help and an hour spent helping them makes them much more enthusiastic about helping you.  Liberty Wildlife loves to have kids come and visit them, but they can always use some help cleaning around the property.  Sometimes you might call and they need a cage built and it can become a fun project.
Sometimes you get “No” for an answer, but more often than not you will get “Yes” and now the activity has been greatly enhanced.

Free Versus Cost

Free is quickly disappearing.  Things that were free last week now have a fee.  When a threshold of people wanting something is hit then Supply and Demand kicks in and they start charging for things so it behooves us to plan on having to pay and if it’s free, count your blessings.

Even if it’s free, it may be a good idea to leave a small donation.  Some places like Liberty Wildlife are very accommodating, but they do have expenses and would appreciate a donation.  In lieu of money, service is often appreciated.  Offer to do some work for the group.  Community Service is important for our scouts to understand as a way of keeping such experiences alive and there for others to experience.

Fundraising is something we all need to work harder at.  A simple Car Wash can raise a couple hundred dollars and pay for two or three field trips.  Dens and Packs may want to incorporate such activities as part of their planning and do them once a month or once a quarter.  Popcorn can actually be sold year round.  Work with the Pack to allow the Dens to keep their own profits during the “off season”.  Remember, the key to a successful fundraiser is for the money to come from outside the unit.  Parents should only give money when they get something they need in return.  Parents should never be forced to contribute.  The idea is for the Scout to either solicit their friends, neighbors, or relatives, or work the streets, stores, etc under Adult supervision.  Maybe your neighbors (or yourself or Den Parents) could use some yard work done.
Prolog

Scouting is all about giving kids a wholesome view of the world around them.  Our children are being exposed to things that we would rather they not see and to things that are not within the values that we believe in.  We need to broaden their minds with a guided tour.  Many of the activities they like the most like television and video games show them a world that is not real.  We need to balance that with what can really be and the reality that they must truly deal with every day.

In good programs, Scouts will experience more in a year of scouting than some kids will experience in a life time.  Getting the scouts outside of the house and into the real world will help them to see that there is much more to life and the more you do it the more they will want to see and do.  Every experience, good, mediocre, or bad (and I mean not well received by your scouts) still has value.  That you and/or your scout parents get something out of it too is also important.  It makes scouting fun for everyone and gets others involved in the program.  
Creative minds are developed from exposure to a broad set of skills and environments.  Not all environments are completely within our comfort zone.  There are people and places all around us willing to help.  Hobbies, Business, Recreation, Art, and Education resources have something for all of us.  They advertise in a variety of places.  It’s just a matter of opening the “pages” and seeing what is inside.
What do you want to do today?
Idea Sources

Newspapers, Magazines, Books Stores, Hotel Brochure Racks, Internet, and the Grand Canyon Council Web Site.
Raid the racks at local hotels and everywhere you see a rack of activity brochures.  Have a few books in your library about places of interest in Arizona as well as some about the “Weird Spots”.  Keep a book in your car of points of interest along the highways of Arizona and make a few stops along the way on an activity or keep up a running narrative of what your see.
Here are some other resources you might consider:
Out Doors

BLM, National Forests, Parks, National Monuments, Rivers, Lakes, and Streams and Wildlife Conservation Groups
Crafts

Michael’s, Jo Anne’s, Tandy Leather are good resources.  Don’t forget Specialty Hobby Shops like Beading, and general hobby shops.  Some Hobby Shops specialize in Trains, some in Models, and some in Remote Control planes and cars.  Many Craft shops have classes for kids and offer discounts to Scouters.  Tandy offers a discount to scouters and also has leather classes for scouts.  Some classes are free, and some are not.  Michaels and Jo Anne’s both offer classes.

Indoors

Museums, Education facilities, Schools, Zoos, Libraries, and Wild Life Conservation groups.
Service Projects

Parks and Recreation, Churches, BLM, National Forests, and City and State Government.
Equipment

Laradas, Play It Again, Garage Sales, Sporting Goods stores, and REI.
REI offers classes and activities that may be good for the kids or may get you some additional resources and ideas.

Council

Council Camps, Service Centers, and Shops

Misc

Arts and Craft Shows, Auto Shows, Home and Garden Shows
Some of the places I have been
I have been working with units in Arizona since 1991.  There is so much that I have seen and even more that I haven’t seen.  If you find a great place, a great deal (even better free), or a fun event or activity, please send me a note at rbhollis@qwest.net.  I will eventually share it with everyone on my website at http://www.srdscouts.org (Roy’s Scouting Pages)

Conservation Groups:
http://www.libertywildlife.org/index.asp
http://www.southwestwildlife.org/
http://www.eastvalleywildlife.org/index.htm
East Valley Wildlife Rehabilitation,1612 E Cindy St, Chandler, AZ 85225, 480-814-9339

Military Bases:
Mothen Air Forces (May not be available due to Security Risks)
Camp Navaho National Guard training Center
Tucson National Guard

Flagstaff National Guard

I usually stay at one of these for free or for a nominal fee and range out to things in those areas.

Science Centers:

Arizona Science Center (Group Discounts)

Flandrau Science Center in Tucson (Group Discounts)

Schools:

Arizona State University Astronomy Dept

NAU Astronomy Department

Museums
Pioneer Museum in Flagstaff

Mesa Southwest Museum
Arizona Natural History Museum

Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum
National Monuments
Tonto National Monument (Open House in March is great and right next to Roosevelt Lake)

Natural Bridge

Misc

FITA Papago Park (Archery for Kids, check their web site http://www.papagoarchery.com/)

Papago Park (Hiking, Orienteering and Ramadas)

Phoenix Zoo (So many activities, so many opportunities, so little time)

