Joining the Ranks





Opening Remarks


With the earning of each rank a scout affirms his commitment to the Scout Oath and Law.  Each rank in Scouting teaches the scout skills which will make him a better scout and a better citizen of our community.  As we award the scouts who have worked hard to attain their new rank, I will ask that the scouts of Troop 278 having already earned that rank or higher to stand recognizing that these scouts have achieved what they have achieved and recognizing the brotherhood he now shares.  





The Scout Rank


The Scout rank is also known as the Joining Requirement.  Through its requirements the Scout has shown that he understands the Scout Oath, Scout Law and the ideals of scouting.  Would all those Scouts who have earned the Scout Badge or Higher rank please stand.


[If no scouts have earned this badge say the following:


No new scouts have achieved this rank for this Court of Honor.  All Scouts may be seated.


And skip to the next rank.]


Otherwise say:


Would the following Scouts and his parents please join the Scoutmaster up front.


[Read the list of Scouts who have earned the Scout Badge]


{Scoutmaster and assistants award the badge to the candidates.}


After the last badge is handed out say:


All Scouts may be seated.





Tenderfoot Rank


The Tenderfoot rank is the first formal rank in Scouting.  Through its requirements the Scout has learned safety, first aid and new physical skills that will serve him well  as he grows in Scouting.  Would all those Scouts who have earned the Tenderfoot or Higher rank please stand.


[If no scouts have earned this badge say the following:


No new scouts have achieved this rank for this Court of Honor.  All Scouts may be seated.


And skip to the next rank.]


Would the following Scouts and his parents please join the Scoutmaster up front.


[Read the list of Scouts who have earned the Tenderfoot Badge]


{Scoutmaster and assistants award the badge to the candidates.}


After the last badge is handed out say:


All Scouts may be seated.





Second Class


The Second Class rank shows that a scout is no longer a beginner and is ready to  take on leadership among his fellow scouts.  To achieve this rank the scout has performed community service, become more aware of his environment and increased his skills.  Would all those Scouts who have earned Second Class or Higher rank please stand.


[If no scouts have earned this badge say the following:


No new scouts have achieved this rank for this Court of Honor.  All Scouts may be seated.


And skip to the next rank.]


Would the following Scouts and his parents please join the Scoutmaster up front.


[Read the list of Scouts who have earned the Second Class Badge]


{Scoutmaster and assistants award the badge to the candidates.}


After the last badge is handed out say:


All Scouts may be seated.





First Class


The First Class Rank recognizes that the Scout has demonstrated leadership and mastery of the basic skills he needs to become a good citizen of the community.  He has performed several more hours of community service, lead his patrol on a campout and learned the skills he needs further explore his environment.  Would all those Scouts who have earned First Class or Higher rank please stand.


[If no scouts have earned this badge say the following:


No new scouts have achieved this rank for this Court of Honor.  All Scouts may be seated.


And skip to the next rank.]


Would the following Scouts and his parents please join the Scoutmaster up front.


[Read the list of Scouts who have earned the First Class Badge]


{Scoutmaster and assistants award the badge to the candidates.}


After the last badge is handed out say:


All Scouts may be seated.





Star


The trail to the rank of Star Scout takes the Scout on a different path.  Each Scout continues to demonstrate his leadership and commitment to his community by serving more hours in those roles.  Using the skills he has already learned as a First Class Scout and learning new skills, the Scout explores specific subjects in depth through merit badges.  He can choose among many subjects that will teach him about careers, hobbies, and how to take an active role as a citizen.  Would all those Scouts who have earned the Star or Higher rank please stand.


[If no scouts have earned this badge say the following:


No new scouts have achieved this rank for this Court of Honor.  All Scouts may be seated.


And skip to the next rank.]


Would the following Scouts and his parents please join the Scoutmaster up front.


[ read the list of Scouts who have earned the Scout Badge]


{Scoutmaster and assistants award the badge to the candidates.}


After the last badge is handed out say:


All Scouts may be seated.





Life


The Life rank recognizes the Scouts commitment to growth and achievement.  He has completed many more hours of leadership and community service.  He has added to his knowledge of citizenship, career opportunities and practical skills.  He now understands the responsibility he takes through the Scout Oath and is ready to demonstrate to all his commitment to living by the Scout Oath and Scout Law as he begins the final steps of the trail to Eagle.  Would all those Scouts who have earned Life Scout or Higher rank please stand.


[If no scouts have earned this badge say the following:


No new scouts have achieved this rank for this Court of Honor.  All Scouts may be seated.


And skip to the next rank.]


Would the following Scouts and his parents please join the Scoutmaster up front.


[ read the list of Scouts who have earned the Scout Badge]


{Scoutmaster and assistants award the badge to the candidates.}


After the last badge is handed out say:


All Scouts may be seated.





Closing Remark


[Generally Eagle presentations are separate ceremonies.  So close this ceremony with a closing remark.]





The final formal rank in scouting is that of Eagle Scout.  When a Scout achieves this rank he has demonstrated to all that he truly lives by the Scout Oath, Law and ideals of scouting.  He has worked hard for many years and proven his leadership, faith, and citizenship; the three standards of scouting.  Such an achievement deserves a special ceremony so that all scouts may know of his achievement . . . and like him, seek  to join the ranks of Eagle Scouts.  We therefore conclude this part of our advancement ceremonies.





A special Eagle Presentation is planned tonight so please remain seated after the after the announcements to join in the Eagle Ceremony.


