THE MEANING OF THE BADGE

Tender Foot

Scouts, where did the design for the Scout Badge come from?  Did you know that it’s from the North point of the Mariners compass?

Now why did Lord Baden-Powell, the founder of Scouting, select that symbol for the first Scout badge?  In his book, Scouting for boys, Baden-Powell told us.

He said, “It is the badge of the Scout because it points in the right direction, and upward.  It shows the way in doing your duty and helping others.”

In other words, just as the North point of the compass helps us find our way in the field, so the Scout badge helps us find our way through life.

So the shape of our Scout badge should be a constant reminder to us of the things we pledge when we say the Scout Oath or Law.  Let’s think about the badge and what it means the next time we’re tempted to do something that we know is wrong.

SECOND CLASS

The Second Class Badge has the Scout Motto printed on a scroll.  This shows that the Scout is now prepared to take on the Scouting Adventure before him.  He has learned basic map reading, learned how to set up a camp and cook a meal.  He has learned personal first aid skills and basic swimming skills.

At the bottom of the Scroll is a knot.  This is to remind the scout of the Scout Slogan, “Do a Good Turn Daily”.  He will remember to look for good deed opportunities and will measure his day by what he has done for others and not by what he has done for himself.

The ends of the scroll are turned up representing the Scout’s smile that he shows while doing his daily tasks, making the best of what befalls him, good or bad, and enjoying all that God has provided for him.

These scouts have accepted the great responsibility of the Scout Oath and are learning how to make the Scout Oath and Scout Law a part of their everyday life.  The parents and leaders of Troop 118 look forward to sharing this life with you and encourage you to continue to explore and discover the great blessing of the scouting way of life.
FIRST CLASS

Note that the Scout Badge and the Second Class badge form the basic shape of the First Class badge.  The shape of the badge means that a scout can point the right way in life as truly as he does in the field.  He is prepared, as it states on the scroll, and he does his duty with a smile as demonstrated in the upturned corners of the scroll.  The knot at the bottom reminds the scout to do a good turn daily.  The three points of the fleur-de-lis represent the three parts of the Scout Oath, Duty to God, Duty to Country, and Duty to Self and Others.

Now the badge becomes adorned with other symbols of the Scout’s choice in life to be a first class scout.  There are two stars symbolizing truth and knowledge.  The scout has lived the scouting spirit and understands the benefits and power of truth along with the strength of skill and wisdom.  The Eagle and Shield stands for the freedom he holds dear and his readiness to defend that freedom.

The First Class Scout is now prepared to take on the mantle of responsibility to lead his fellow scouts in the right direction.  As he prepares for his next rank, he will further explore his responsibility as a citizen in earning Eagle Required Merit Badges.  He will also choose to explore other interests of his own to explore.  He will take on a leadership position within the troop and demonstrate his leadership skills as a requirement for advancement.  He will continue to demonstrate his dedication to the Scout Oath and Law by giving several hours of service to his community.  

While continuing his growth as a young man, I hope that he will also help all of us to enjoy the path of the Scout and to show his troop how this path can be both serious, fun, and a grand adventure. 
