Arizona Backpacking
There are a lot of places to go backpacking in Arizona.  There are many books, resources and websites.  As with any outdoor trip, research is essential.  Look up the trail on-line for information about what others have experienced, maps, books, and things to do and see on the trail.  
Remember information is only as good as the last time it was verified.  Always contact the local Ranger Station or BLM for the most current status of the trail.  Trails get closed, water conditions may not be the same and some side attractions may get closed.  Don’t forget to ask about fire restrictions etc.
Books
Here is a brief listing of books.  Go to any book store or on-line book store and you will find lots of books on trails in Arizona.  Some are general like “The Best Hikes in  . . . (Arizona, Flagstaff, Phoenix, etc.).  There are books also written about specific areas like the Superstitions
	Backpacking Arizona Paperback, Bruce Grubbs 
	

	Best Loop Hikes Arizona (Best Hikes) by Bruce Grubbs 
	

	Day and Overnight Hikes: Tonto National Forest by Tony Padegimas
	

	Hiking Arizona's Superstition and Mazatzal Country by Bruce Grubbs
	


Web Sites
A brief search of Backpacking Arizona and Scouts did not come up with easy to access, or a robust listing.  Some require memberships that may be free or not.   Here are a few samples to start with.
	http://www.bsatroop697.com/camping.htm
	

	http://hikearizona.com/dex2/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=7204
Look at the trip logs from the commenters
	

	http://www.scouttroop141.org/outings/douglassprings/douglassprings.html
http://phxtroop109.org/category/outings/mini-high/
	

	http://arizonahiking.org/
	

	http://www.everytrail.com/best/hiking-arizona
	

	http://www.swimmingholes.org/az.html
	



For places to go, Roundtable has always been the best resource.  Talk to other scoutmasters and ask them what are their favorite places to go and what have they done lately.  There are some hikes that are popular and many troops go back every year or two.  Books have always been the best resource for information about hikes and also to get hike ideas.  Specialty books like Streamside Trails; Day Hiking Central Arizona's Lakes, Rivers, and Creeks,   Hiking Ruins Seldom Seen, and Hidden Arizona, provide ideas for going to lesser known places. 
 
The following list is Backpacks the author has been on with his scouts with a few notes.  
	Wet Beaver Creek, Off I17
	4 miles and fairly flat with a Swimming hole at the end.

	Highline Trail, Mogollon Rim
	Great for Backpacking merit badge.  3 - 15 mile sections though most sections can be broken into small sections for 5 to 6 mile trips. Car shuttles are required for longer sections.  Beautiful and fairly flat

	Rogers Trough
	Indian ruins.  4 miles to the ruins.  Uphill on the return

	Sycamore Canyon (Confluence with Verde River)
	Swimming holes (not big swimming hole encountered first on this hike is “clothing optional”

	Sycamore Rim Trail
	Lots of options here.  Camp Raymond can be a good place to Start or at least stay at Friday night.  This can be done as a loop.  I have done several paths that start on the loop and then go other places like White Horse Lake.

	Fossil Creek
	Almost Everyone likes this one

	West Clear Creek (from Camp Verde )
	Hiking up the creek.  Crawdads in the creek

	Horton Springs
	4 miles with slight elevation gain.  Spring at the end.

	Heard Scout Pueblo
	Unique first time experience.  Has several primitive remote sites that are short hikes.  Great for that first shakedown backpack for new scouts. 



For information on some of these hikes please visit Roy’s Scouting Pages, srdscouts.org and select the Hiking link or also see the Grand Canyon Council link on the site and check out the Scout Camps links for hikes easily accessed from the BSA camps.

Here are a few other favorites that other troops have mentioned:
  
	Aravaipa Canyon
	Great wilderness area hiking alongside a creek.  See http://www.blm.gov/az/st/en/arolrsmain/aravaipa.html

	Chricahua Mountains
	There are a lot of options here.  Long drive, but interesting geology, things to do on the way back or way there.  See 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/activity/coronado/recreation/hiking/?recid=43345&actid=50
for a list of trails

	Pine Creek (Payson)
	

	Grand Canyon
	In addition to the Rim to river there are other unique hikes.  The Hance trail, Marble Canyon,  and Jack Ass Canyon are ones I have heard of.

	Havasupai
	Long drive but one of those once in a lifetime experiences.

	Reavis Ranch
	Popular Superstition Mountains hike.  Apples when in season.




[bookmark: _GoBack]I would love to have a much longer list of favorites.  I am most interested in backpacks for scouting units in Arizona.  Please feel free to contact me at roysscoutpages@gmail.com.
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