Hike of the Month

Horton Springs

	Hike Length:
	8 miles roundtrip

	Difficulty:
	Easy to Moderate 

	Hiking Time:
	2.5 hours in, 2 hours out

	Elevation Gain:
	1,200 Ft

	Highlights:
	Hike is along the creek and ends at the source, a spring coming out of two holes on the Mogollon Rim wall.


Trail Head:

Take Hwy 87 north from Phoenix to Payson and turn right on Hwy 260.   Take the 260 to the Tonto Campground turn off (on the left).  About ¼ mile up the road it crosses a bridge with a parking lot on the left.  This is the official parking lot.  It is often full and hikers park along the road.   The actual trailhead is back across the bridge and up a road leading to the Horton Springs Campsites.  These campsites are reservable sites in the Tonto Campground.  Many other sites are available along the Tonto Creek if you want to camp overnight before or after the hike.  Many people camp along the Horton Springs trail and there is a campsite up at the spring at the end of the trail.

Notes:

This hike can be done as an overnight or day hike.  Cubs could do this hike, but keep in mind that it would be 8 miles round trip. A shorter hike just up the trail and picking out a likely spot along the creek is a good alternative for Cubs.  The spring can also be reached by the Highline trail from the Tonto Creek Trailhead (4 miles one way) or from the Christopher Creek trailhead (about 6 miles one way.)

The creek looks fairly robust as one heads up the trial, and then it mysteriously disappears as it goes underground for the first mile.  There are lots of neat spots long the creek after that first mile to lunch and soak your feet.  Water is plentiful, but it should be filtered for drinking.  The last mile ½ is where most of the elevation gain comes in.  The trail at this point (really an old road) is very rocky.

The spring comes out in two places.  The west one is still a natural tumble into the creek.  The east one had cement cisterns built in front catching the spring as it come from the mountain.  In the past people would sit in the pools. There is little left of most of the “tubs”.

Pros:

Nice views along the trail and only a slight elevation gain over 4 miles.  The spring can sometimes be spectacular depending upon the snow melt up on the rim.  The area around the spring is quite beautiful.
 Cons:

None

Notes:
If you want more detailed information and maps go to http://www.srdscouts.org and select hikes from the menu on the left.

