Rogers Trough

Superstition Mountains

There are three different write ups here from the internet.

I have done this hike in November and January.  There is scant water in the creek so plan on bringing lots of water.  Definitely filter any water you find.  On my November trip there was a dead horse in the creek.  There was still snow on the ground on my January hike.   The drive to the trail head is an E ticket itself and quite scenic.
The elevation drop to the cliff dwellings is of 1500 ft. The trail is quite rugged in the canyon, overgrown with many stream crossings. Trail is marked fairly well. There are many places to camp. And a large are to camp at Angels Basin about ¼ mile past the ruins.  In the canyon there are large sycamore trees and plenty of coverage. Allow about 2 hours going (all down hill) and at least 3 1/2 hours returning (all up hill). Usually the return trip is in the early afternoon so it is recommend to have at least 4 quarts of water, during this hottest part of the day. 
Rogers Trough Loop #1 - Tonto National Forest
A decent loop hike in the central Superstitions with indian ruins along the way. The loop uses the Reavis Ranch, Rogers Canyon, and JF Trails. A small arch located in Hewitt Canyon is also described.  About 11 miles round trip.

High Clearance Vehicle highly recommended

From Phoenix drive east on Highway 60 1.8 miles past Florence Junction and turn left on Queen Valley Road. Drive another 1.8 miles and turn right on Hewitt Station Road (Forest Road #357) which immediately becomes well graded dirt. Drive 3 miles and turn left onto FR #172 at a brown sign pointing the way to Superstition Trailheads: Woodbury 11 miles, Rogers Trough 12 miles. After several miles the road crosses a dry stream bed then begins traveling through a high walled canyon. Keep an eye out on the left hand side in this area for a small natural arch (featured in David Meunch's AZ photo book). After 9.3 miles you will reach a sign for the Woodbury Trailhead 1.5 miles left, Rogers Trough 3 miles to the right. Stay right on FR #172A and drive the remaining 4 miles (not 3 as the sign indicates) up this rather steep road to the large parking area and trail head.

The trail starts between the two rust brown posts at the end of the parking lot. After about 5 minutes you'll come to a signed junction with the right branching Pinto Trail (0.2 miles), continue straight on the Reavis Ranch Trail (#109). The sunny trail descends gradually between low hills beside the dry streambed of Rogers Canyon, sometimes climbing up on the side, before dropping back down to the wash (watch your footing on the descents as the trail consists of loose gravel & is slippery in places). Typical vegetation in the area includes: prickly pear, sugar sumac, juniper, agave, manzanita, scrub oak, ponderosa pine, utah serviceberry, and cotton wood. After about 1/2 hour of walking you will reach a sign for the Reavis Ranch Trail (1.5 miles) pointing ahead and back the way you came and a new Rogers Canyon sign pointing left. Turn left at this sign on the Rogers Canyon Trail (#110) which continues down Rogers Canyon. It more of the same as you continue down canyon. In the lower part of the canyon, shortly after passing a rocky section of trail which travels right down the stream bed, watch for a prominent use trail on the right which leads up the hill to some shallow caves and the well preserved indian ruins  Please obey the faded sign which urges you not to climb or walk on the ruins (particularly the small granary). Most people will probably use this as their turn around point - if you are one of them I suggest you investigate the ruins then take your break in the dry stream bed below, so others can spend a few minutes with the ruins alone. We, however, are ready for more hiking and less people, so we'll continue down canyon to Angels Basin (a wide and grassy area with many good campsites - 4.2 miles). In Angels Basin you will reach a signed junction with the right branching Frog Tanks Trail (#112), stay straight on the Rogers Canyon Trail which now begins a moderate ascent beside a shallow wash. The trail reaches a shoulder (with good views to the right) then bends left and continues climbing up to Tortilla Pass (5.8 miles). You drop down a short distance on the other side and shortly reach a signed junction with the JF Trail (#106) which heads right and straight. Continue straight on the JF Trail as it descends moderately steeply on a rocky path. When you eventually reach the valley floor, the path meanders up a series of shallow washes past a Superstition Wilderness boundary sign to a shiny metal windmill and small stock pond with piped spring (which had a small trickle when the author was here). This area has been decimated by the cattle which you will see lounging in the shade of the scrawny trees around you. Follow the cairns and in a few minutes you'll reach the signed junction with the Woodbury Trail (#114) (8.3 miles). The Coffee Flat Trail is one mile to the right and FR#172A is one mile to the left. Head left and follow this old jeep track steeply up to the junction with FR#172A (9.5 miles). Turn left and follow the road the remaining 2 miles back to your car, keeping a close eye out for trucks tearing around the blind corners (11.5 miles).
Beartooth Maps - Superstition Wilderness Topographic Map
Click picture for larger view, click your browser's 'Back' button to return to this page.
From AZ republic

Getting there: Four-wheel drive is a necessity over the bumps and jumps between you and Rogers Trough trailhead. Because the route is through a desolate area, additional maps are highly recommended. Head east on U.S. 60 past Apache Junction and toward Superior. Two miles past Florence Junction, go left on Queen Valley Road.

Travel two miles to Hewitt Station Road No. 357 and turn right. Drive three miles to JF Road No. 172 and turn left. 

Watch for cows along the road. 

Go nine miles to Rogers Trough Road No. 172A. (Near the halfway mark, there are a couple paths that may confuse you. Stay left to remain on 172.) At 172A, you'll see a sign to Rogers Trough. Go right and travel four miles to where 172A meets 650. Stay left at the junction and travel for a quarter-mile to the trailhead. 

Length: Five miles one way. 

Level of difficulty: Moderate. Allow five to six hours. 

Managing Agency: Mesa Ranger District of Tonto National Forest, (480) 610-3300. 

Melissa L. Jones

The Arizona Republic

A hike into Rogers Canyon takes you past boulders bigger than cars, through a creek bed lined with trees and around amazing rock formations and even Salado Indian ruins. 

The hike starts on Trail 109, Reavis Ranch Trail, and then links up with Trail 110 through Rogers Canyon. 

Since you descend first, save some energy for the way out or pack your sleeping bag. Fire rings are proof of previous camping, and it is not difficult to decide to stay. The farther you go along the trail, the more you want to see. 

Get an early start if you want to get to the ruins and back during daylight hours. The drive out, depending on where you live, can take two hours.  But it is worth it. 

The canyon narrows as you go. Walls of rock jet up from the ground like a row of downtown buildings. Blue jays dart from bushes. Trees shading the canyon path share space with prickly pear cactuses and a carpet of fallen leaves.  Watch for cactuses close to the trail as well as shrubs stretching over the trail and nipping at your legs. If shrubs scratching at your limbs bother you, you might wear long pants. 

The ruins are 4.1 miles down the canyon. Many people turn around or camp at Angel Basin at the end of the canyon. 

Rangers recommend obtaining a Forest Service or U.S. Geological Survey map before entering the area.  Parking is available at the trailhead.

Rogers Canyon, Superstitions
A Visit To The Salado Indian Ruins
February 17, 2001
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Our hikes for 2001 continued to draw large numbers with regulars such as Tom Van Lew, Jeannie Van Lew, Tim Reiling, John Guidorizzi, Marilyn Guidorizzi, Chuck Parsons, Darleen Lindquist, Gerry Kinley, Dave Langford, Yu-Ling Langford, Marge Fons, Ben Velasquez, Elaine Cobos, and Steve Shaw as well as our faithful companions Sandy, Maggie and Julia. We were pleased to welcome new hikers to our group who included Dan Bishop, Sherry Bishop, Kristen Bishop, Jim Blaugh and Laura Kaufmann.

The weather forecast for the Phoenix Area was for partly cloudy skies and temperatures in the low 70s. When we met at 6:15 a.m. to begin our trek to the Indian ruins, it was too early and dark to tell what the day would be like. At 6:45, we set out for the long drive to the Rogers Trough trailhead. As we traveled the 12 miles of dirt road that is forest road 172 and 172A, we enjoyed the yellow poppies and blue lupine flowers that were abundant along the roadside. As we neared the trailhead, at an elevation of 4800 feet the wind picked up and the temperature dropped. FS172A had patches of ice and we could see remnants of snow in the shadowed spots on the hills. When we gathered for the obligatory group photo, the temperature was a cold 45° that seemed much colder with the wind. 

At 8:50, the trek into the canyon along Rogers Creek began. The recent snow and rain in the area meant for many photo ops as small waterfalls cascaded over the boulders in the creek. The sights and sounds of the creek made everyone forget that our return to the cars would be mostly uphill. 

Our group arrival at the ruins began at around 11:30. Tim radioed that he and Sandy had arrived. Maggie, our more timid Dalmatian, stayed with us. Sandy is much more independent and prefers to stay up front with whomever might be in the lead. A group of boy scouts had already been at the ruins and were on their way out. After their departure, the ruins were ours to enjoy for only a brief time. Others quickly arrived. The article in the March issue of Arizona Highways brought many to visit the ruins on this day. Some even brought copies in to read while they enjoyed climbing into the long ago homes to the Salado Indians. Steve shared a tattered and well used book on the superstitions with the rest of us. It contained photos of what the ruins looked like 50 years ago. It was nice to see that despite the many visitors over the years that the ruins remained in very good condition. One could almost ignore the carvings in the ceiling beams that documented visitors from as long ago as 1983. It was much warmer at the ruins and reminded us that we were now at around 3800 feet and would have to return uphill. 

Our group spread out on the return trip as some of us cannot maintain the same pace up as we do down. We counted the number of times we had to cross the creek and all agreed that it was somewhere between 24 and 30. I never can keep count; I must be too easily distracted. 

Map to Trailhead
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